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FOREWORD: 


., Mother, Worship is the central theme “of 
Sri Ramakrishna’s teachings. For Kashmiris it has . 
a.special appeal because they are traditionally’. 
Mother—worshippers.' What is Mother Worship ? 
It is not,the worshipping of the _ Divine: Mother. | 
alone, but the ‘developing of. the qualities. of: 
Motherhood in Man witha view to maintain ħar- 
mony, peace and.order in, various phases of 
humaán .activity as, also to govern his growth 
through the successive stages of life as’ laid 
down in the Holy . Scriptures. {In the following 
pages Mohini Dhar has made an admirable attempt 
to, explain the principle of Motherhood as taught 
by the. Master and practically lived by His Consort, 
Sri Sarada Devi. It is a fact that Woman is 
the pivot on which the Society “revolves. She. 
must be duly respected and honoured. If and oes 
when she is disregarded, she falls and varna- ` 
sankaras are born who destroy the Society and be- . 
come'a menace to World Order. It is, therefore, 
that both Man and Woman have a responsibility 
to shoulder. If the former fails to treat „the 
latter properly, the result is that Woman goes 
astray and enters the Man’s field where she wants 
to give him a fight. If the latter herself mis— 
behaves through Ignorance, the whole equlibrium 
is unhinged and disharmony prevails. She must 
know she is not a mere doll but has a very 
important role to play both as Wife and Mother, 
in relation to Man on this physical plane. 


it 


MOHINI has in her own intelligent and beau- 
tiful way cautioned Woman, the wife, how 
inconsistent it is with the very principle of Indian 
Womanhood to take up  cudgels’ against Man 
on each and every issue, in each and every 
department of life, and go to the length of cry- 
ing hoarse for Women’s Rights, Divorce, Widow 
Remarriage and the like; and that it is her sole 
privilege to be and act as True Mother for the 
good of the Society, the country and the world 
at large, in the interests of universal peace and 
harmony, which, is the urgent need of the present 
day, war- -torn world. 3 


MOHINI is the, President of the Rama- 
krishna Mahasammelan (Stri Vibhag) and has taken 
it upon herself to give lead to the womanhood 
of this land of Rishis in rightly understanding. 
the principle of Motherhood. I wish her all 
‘success. in her humble but sincere efforts to 
awaken this spirit in our young boys and girls 
and thus strengthen the Sgnstha which calls for, , 
the support of all right thinking persons. Aye 
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„Jalali Nivas, job. K.. Java 
Srinagar, > eS 
3rd March: 1954. 
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Bhagwan Sri Rama Krishna 
( Delivered on his Birthday -1953 ) 


Children of the Mother: 


` My heart is full of joy to see you all 
congregated on the sacred soil of Kashmir on 
this auspicious day, for it conjures up the 
pristine glory of Kashmir and of Bharat before 
my eyes. It was the land of Rishis and 
whosoever trod on this. hallowed ‘soil felt himself 
surrendered. The very. air was full of ‘the pulsa- 
tions of spirituality and the atmosphere was sur- 
charged by the vibrations of the Vedic -Mantras 


‘chanted by the sages and seers of the glorious 


past. Its national life was established.” on.’ the 
rocky foundation of spirituality which brought into 
existence a society with unique customs and practices, 


“ which enabled) its individual members-to. attain 


their ultimate object of God-— realisation in a most 
natural manner according to the special tastes and 
qualities -inherent in them. Théir social .and 
cultural side was tied to the Vedic religion. 


‘Vedas are a revelation to the -Rishis.in their 


samadhi, and from Veda Mantras we know, that 
‘Kashmir and its surrounding countries formed the 
home of these Rishis and the Vedic religion had its 
origin here. In due course of time these Rishis 
scattered themselves in different directions and 
ultimately Bharat found its golden age in the Vedic 
period, when it was at the height~ of glory in all 
its. aspects—religious, social, political and individual. 
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Bharat has taken from the very ancient times 
the entities beyond senses to be truly existing and 
has employed all her efforts towards their: direct 
realisation with the result that she has made their 
direct knowledge the final goal of the national as 
well as individual “endeavour. All her activities 
have been dyed in colours of spirituality throughout 
the ages. We know for certain that it is due to 
the frequent birth of‘ men having the direct 
knowledge of these things and possessing divine quali- 
ties that Bharat came to acquire a firm faith in the 
‘unique manifestation of powers of these men, more 
so because she had the opportunity of witnessing 
them. Founded on their experiences the unghak- 
able- edifice of religion, like the snow capped 
Himalayas gradually rose to ‘the sky. Having 
achieved the highest goal of life, the words. of 
these Rishis Pregnant with the highest knowledge 
came to be known as Veda—or vidhi. The social 
and individual life also was guided by them, and they 
brought harmony in every department of Life itseif, 


Whenever the society failed to abide by the 
message of these Rishis, the Divinity would in- 
carnate itself asa world teacher for the, universal 
good and to guide the erring humanity on the path of 
truth for. the continuation of the world order. In 
ancient Bharat, men. and women worshipped 
with great reverence ‘the teacher, the giver of 
spiritual knowledge. This worship convinced them 
that noman could occupy the position of a. spiritual 
teacher until the divine, superconscious ‘power, 
manifested itself in him, They had ‘prayed so long, 
to the-gracious Lord and zat` last -their prayer 
was ‘granted: the * Compassion of the Lord was 
revealed before them in ‘the person of the Guru. 


tea Ps 
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When man had proceeded thus ‘farin the worship 
of the Guru, it did not take him long to identify him 
with the knowledge-giving and benign form of the 
Lord.. Thus the continued worship of the Guru. 
strengthened the idea of God Incarnate, This gave 
him: a clear idea of Isvara’s qualities and he was 
convinced’ of the possibility of his becoming mani- , 
fest in a ‘special way. As a consequence: he 
realised that God, the’ cause of this Universe, was 
his only guide in the spiritual world-and that 
the infinite compassion :of the Lord would never 
allow him to be doomed; on the other hand, 
the Lord would in every age take form as an Avatara, 
uncover the paths suited to man’s. nature and 
make self—realisation easy for him. When the: 
eternal Universal religion declines the man 
deluded by the: inscrutable. power of ‘Maya’, 
think. that the world and. its pleasures: are ‘all 
in all, and that the eternal varieties as self, soul 
and liberation, are but an imagination of poets steeped. 
in darkness and delusion. But when at last he. 
discovers that no amount of worldly enjoyments 
obtained by fair or foul means can fill the void 
of his heart, and when the waves of the shoreless 
black sea of despair overwhelm him he cries out 
in anguish: of ‘his heart for deliverance. ` It is then 
out of His compassion for weak humanity that 
He appears as the spiritual teacher of the world: 
and frees from the accumulated ‘dirt of ages the 
eternal religion which shines like the eclipsed moon 
freed from Rahu. The land of. Bharat which has 
always been conducive to the practice of religion 
and spirituality became holy and sanctified, bearing 
as it did upon its bosom the foot-prints of In- 
‘Carnations again and again as the necessity , for 
them arose, te 
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“ It may- be asked whether Bharat had any 
national’ life before: it: came into contact -with 
the West. The answer is: it was not there 
in name, it undoubtedly. existed in fact. -In 
those days the people of Bharat venerated Ganga, 
Gayatri, Gita and: Gou.: Holy scriptures guided; 
and inspired the life- of every man, woman and: 
child. Sanskrit was the common medium of. 
expression ‘for. the learned: There were many other, 
similar ‘factors of unity, but the ideas and practices 
of ‘religion’ constituted the: bedrock of that 
unity.» 


Religion, the::basis.:of national life of Bharat 
permeated: her ‘civilisation. Its chief characteris- 
tie was self-control .which regulated individual and 
national conduct.’ Though the: maxim of every 
Indian ~ was pleasure’ beyond pleasure through 
this life which was only a preparation for the 
life: to: come, none would lose the sight of it, rather 
every one’ was’ forced to keep his life oriented 
towards this grand goal.. We must not think that. 
since Bharat was ‘blazing: with the light of the 
spirit, it lacked. in. material prosperity. There 
was ‘complete harmony ‘between matter and spirit 
but the latter was thought to bo more real than the 
former. ~ It'- was the’ centre of world «order; the 
origin of trué culture where harmony and con- 
tentment- ruled’ the heart of man. 


„But. alas! from the heights ‘of glory we have 
fallen into low abyss. Many a time in the past 
Bharat ` has had downfalls which ` had 
left her. stunned and bewildered: and manya time 
the ‘Lord had her restored to ‘life and vigour by 
manifesting Himself in His mercy. ‘But those 


- iii < 


5 


past downfalls appear trivial compared--with the 
depths to which she had fallen in the 19th cen- 
tury. Never before had this holy land been en- 
veloped in such ʻa long night ‘of deep and dismal 
misery. The causes are'‘obvious—the’ inscrutable 
ways of ‘Maya’ or the cycle of time ie. the 
inter-related creative laws and. principles of the 
phenomena] world made the people of Bharat lose 
the “sight of their goal which was followed by. 
scepticism in their scriptures, rishis, teachers, and 
disbelief “in their very ideal: When the funda- 
mentals underwent a change there was disharmony 
and chaos all over. What made the matters worse 
was the foreign domination and the influence of 
the West. It was perhaps its superb beauty which 
brought the cup of misery. in its train, and where 
peace and harmony existed its balance was 
upset by the merciless domination of new -sects 
and by the influence. of new culture from- the 
West with its ‘‘ glory of matter”. Coming more 
and ‘more under the spell of the West, Bharat 
rejected the ideal of renunciation and self-control 
and began to run after wordly pleasures. This 
brought about the decay of. the ancient 
system of ‘education and instead there arose 
athesim, love .of imitation and lack of- self-confi- 
dence. Thus the nation lost its. backbone. People 
‘felt their traditions to be crude.and semi-civilised 
as the West with its knowledge of science attempt- 
ed to prove. Blinded by the desire for enjoyment, 
Bharat forgot her ancient culture and glory. 
Prostrate Bharat was made to listen to the lectures 
delivered at public meetings on politics, economics 
freedom of women and widow remarriage ; and while 
imitating others the nation was buffeted by onsets of 
Desire, like a boat drifting without a helmsman. 
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Whose heart would beso moved by the rest-, 
lessness and agony. of the world, as to lead him 
to discover a new mode of religion suited to the age ? 
Who would reverse, the course of religion in the 
East and the West and once again teach man to 
follow the new path to peace? The time was ripe. 


As the innate modesty of every family and of, 


the nation (which is the women folk) was being 
attacked the Supreme Divinity incarnated Himself 
according to. His pledge in the form of Shree 
Ramakrishna in a poor pious Brahman family of 
Kamarpukur, a remote village of | Bengal, to 
preserve the Mother-hood and to reform and 
harmonise the life of Bharat and of the whole 
world. Birds with their sweet chirpings and 
flowers with their delicious perfumes heralded 
the advent of the new Prophet, who with infinite 
love in. one hand and infinite knowledge in the 
other, came to deliver His message of hope to 
the suffering humanity. 


Before His birth His mother had divine 
visions. which assured. her that actually she 
was carrying the Supreme Lord in her womb 
whose purifying influence alone gave rise to her 
spiritual visions. The spiritual experiences. and 
visions of the parents of Great Souls are recorded 
in the religious books of all ages; so it was not 
a new thing with the parents of the Prophet. 
The very air of: Kamarpukur. was surcharged with 
divine influences. on -His appearance,’ There 
is a deep meaning in these supernatural pheno- 
mena which are associated with the birth--of a 
great soul; but it is very difficult to analyse 
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them; even the great rishis of the past have failed 
to do so, : : 


But it can be easily said, as is recorded in 
the scriptures, that an Incarnation never gets 
entangled in His actions, for ‘content in the Self 
from the very birth no selfish ideas arise in‘ His 
mind, His whole life is dedicated to ‘the good 
of others, and being always free from the meshes 
of Maya, He retains the memory of His previous 
lives. This memory. is latent within; it is. not 
always manifested in’ His childhood but as soon 
as His body and mind mature, the aim of life 
is revealed to Him; He becomes aware of it with a 
little effort. This holds good in all other activities 
of His; since He assumes a -human body, He 
has to behave like a human being- in all respects. 
He is born to re-establish religion; and whatever 
aids are necessary to ful-fill ‘that purpose,come 
of themselves in an unexpected way. He walks 
‘in light while others grope in darkness. *He.attains 
His goal‘ and beckons others to follow: His footsteps. 
Untrodden paths leading tothe Supreme realisation 
are discovered by him again and again’ from age 
to age. ar i $i é i 


From his very childhood Sri Ramakrishna 
was loved by all the village folk for his simplicity, 
purity of character and sound ` judgment. - They 
often saw him enter into Bhava—Samadhi when 
taking God’s .name or singing. His praises. - It was 
thus natural for. him: to be.averse to. bread. winning 
education and be completely. indifferent -to -worldly 
matters One day his. brother taking him: aside 
admonished him for his apathy -towards education 
and his general indifference. His: reply .was, 
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„Brother, what shall Ido with mere bread winn- 
ing education? 1 would rather acquire that wisdom 
which will illumine my heart and on getting which 
one is satisfied for ever.’ The brother did not 
realise the full import of his words, for he was 
ignorant of the inner psychology of this wonderful 
boy, who later on manifested himself as the 
greatest world teacher. 


Years rolled on, he was ultimately appointed 
a priest inthe Kali temple of Dakshineswar. From 
here begins a new chapter in- the life of Sri 
Ramakrishna—this period is full of beauty, grandeur 
loftiness and ‘pathos of this eager aspirant for 
the passionate search for truth at the feet of the 
Divine Mother. None can express in words his 
“throbbing” renunciation and tremendous sincerity. 
“So, great was his yearning for God that twelve 
years were passed in a state of divine intoxication, 
during half of which period he did not even close his 
eyes in sleep. Unconscious of hunger, thirst or 
any of-the cravings of the body, or of the things 
happening around him, Sri Ramakrishna during 
that period of his sadhana was almost like a 
mad man. Day after day, month after month, 
year after year, he was immersed in the depths 
of intense spiritual fervour. Thus the. realisation 


of God—the vision of the Divine Mother became 
‘one passion of ‘the Master. 


_At the end of his sadhana or:as the result 
of his realisation through all forms of discipline 
he was firmly convinced that all religions were 
true—that every system represented a path to 
God: The demonstration of this truth seems to 
be the special object of the Master’s advent into 
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‘the world. : He was: the first ‘Incarnation. who, so 
-far.as history goes went through all’ the different 
forms. of religious’ practices in order to proye that 
fact. If universality be the touch—stone of great- 
oness,Sri Ramakrishna stands conspicuous : among 
` the Great ones, reg 


The ‘flower blossomed. Mad'to taste ‘the 
honey, the bees came flying from all quarters. 
‘The full blown Lotus, its heart perfectly uncovered 
“by the touch of the. Sun’s rays.: was „equally 
generous and did not.) spare its ‘store. to.: make 
them fully contented. Has..the world, ever:. before 


>nul l From'ithe very beginning ‘of this sadhana, 
' his ideal was the’ Divine Mother phe so completely 
‘lost himself in Her that except. for the outward 
“manifestation he’ became ‘the Mother: ‘Himself’ full 
‘of ‘divine existence, effulgence and bliss. “He :forgot 
‘all’ the formalities ‘ofthe scriptures in his“intimate 
‘communion’ with the Mother andiit become instead 
a’ ceaseless outpouring’ of his heart’ to’ see’ ‘Her. 
By’ making woman’ as his ` Guru, “he ~ ‘further 
demonstrated that there is nothing in‘ a'--woman 
that’ obstructs’ man’s spiritual’ progress: ‘rather it is 
“ the ‘attitude of man towards’ her ‘that helps“ or 
“hinders him -If one looks to:the divinity of her nature 
‘and ‘sees. the’ Mother of the Universe manifesting 
‘through: her,’ she will ‘cut’ the’. bonds’ of: matter 
“and Show the way “to bliss: This attitude ofiman 
‘towards “woman and! vice versa as demonstrated 
by’ the Master’ is |a © precious : -boon:= to 
“humanity for all times to come. It isthe one way 
to harmony“ amongst all-the: disturbed: interrelated 
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laws. When the mother is insulted every thing 
leads to destruction, for mother is the first mani- 
fested power—love, supreme existence, consiousness- 
force-bliss. With the name of mother comes the 
idea of shakti, thé divine energy which protects the 
child. , 


It may: be. asked as to why Sri Ramakrishna 
came with the word ‘Ma’ on His lips? Answers 
can -be : many, but. here it is obvious that as 
long as man possesses ego, no peaceful and har- 
moniaus action can be performed until he surrenders 
himself to the motherly ` qualities which are 
force—existence— consciousness, bliss, affection and 
self—abnegation. These in a word are the: Mother 
Supreme, -the » Causal energy of the universe. from 
which proceeds everything. From an atom upto Brahma 
and their inter—relations every thing is the Mother 
manifested. This supreme energy attributed with 
these qualities manifested as power takes the shape 
of each and all. lf- every one imbibes these 
motherly qualities as the principle of his life in 
his thought and action, all the departments | of 
life are bound. to run harmoniously for there wil] 
not be the least taint of. selfishness present in 
them—thus peace, friendliness, sympathy. restraint, 
discipline and. fellow feeling shall: rule the, world. 
In. order to have the - grace of the Mother, we 
must become. her real children, This can be 
acheived only through submission and surrender 
to Her, which shatters the. brute desires . within 
and creates a state of internal dispassion, in other 
words a state of. love, But this love -without 
focus is only sentiment; it leads us nowhere, it only 
results in chaos. Before we love all we must lay 
all before the glorious” One for He resides in us 
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as the true mother. Motherhood is the. glorious 
hirmony between the negative force of internal 
dispassion and positive expression ,of child’s love 
in} a person. As eyery female symbclises this 
harmony. as mother we must bow low before her. 
The germ of motherhood is,’ indeed, dormant: in 
all of us and what is required is the means to 
nurse the germ and feed it to its complete growth 
as ‘taught by the practical example of the Master, 
The ancient mother will slowly rise from’ the 
slumber of ages and the mighty manifestation: of 
Strength and vigour of the present will shove the 


past into darkness. 


In the end, let me appeal to you to have 
steadfast faith in and devotion to the ‘ideal . of 
motherhood as taught by the Master ‘and ‘strive 
incessantly td realise that in life, Let ‘there not 
be the least wavering in your faith. and let you 
be willing and happy instruments in the hands 
of the Master, for the service of humanity., There 
is no way out but to make this noble principle 
of motherhood a part and parcel of your ` life: 
Then every home, every country, every nation 
and the world at large shall become the real abode 
of the Mother. The demand of ‘the ‘timés has 
actually brought this about, for ‘the Lord was in 
truth born as the spiritual teacher of thé world. 
So listen with faith to His gracious message—the 
message of transcendental knowledge he gave’ te 
the world. Asa cliff unshaken in the tidal’ waves 
let ‘us with the banner of’ motherhood in our 
hands, bow low our heads in reverence to the 
compassionate Lord Sri Ramakrishna, who is ‘all 
perfect—the teacher, the guru, the Supreme’ Mother. 


— 


In Memory of Ma-Sarada Devi. 


(Delivered on her Birthday 1952) _ 


Sisters | 


Whenever the world needs any ideal to be: 
re-expounded, Mahamaya or, the primal energy“ 


behind this universe sends to the world some 


gigantic personality who by force of his unique’ 


character and by his wonderful attainments makes 
the current, of life ‘flow vigorously in a.new 
channel altogether.. The justification for the advent 
of a prophet lies in that it throws a flood of 


light on the mission of a nation obscured. 
by the accumulation of dust and dirt through the: 
ages of degeneration and thereby rescuing its lost’ 


individuality; he rehabilitates the nation in its. 
pristine glory. He fulfils the divine ` purpose 
generally by following in the footsteps of the ancient 


seers: whose, realisation is. the bedrock of the éxis- 
tence of national life, 


ages. and countries have infused 


country but have given new im 
of its. life. The social, economic and sometimes 
political life of the country has received new! 
vitality and has sometimes undergone a thorough’ 
transformation at their hands, Such great per-. 
sonages, deliver their message partly through their. 
lives. and. partly through their teachings. No 
doubt they are complementary, but it seems: 
that in certain spiritual--type the message de- 


Such personalities of all’ 


à l new vigour | 
not only. in the religious life of the race or! 


petus to all phases’ 
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livered in terms of life is more significant than 
the message conveyed through words. The life of 
Sri Sarada Devi, known as Holy Mother to her 
devotees, belongs’ to this category. This is the’ 
blessed day when she appeared before the world’ 
to redeem the suffering humanity, a degenerated 
race which had lost its true ideal, and to show 
it the path of truth and harmony by | her 
practical example— the way in which she lived: 
the different’ phases of her life in great perfection — 
though in great suffering. The dust‘of this land’ 
of saints and seers is blessed because it bears 
the imprint of her holy feet. Though she is 
not amongst us today in physical form, she has: 
not passed out of the sphere of cosmic ` schenig.’ s 
The Incarnation survives in his’ subtle body and’ 

continues to serve as a medium for the expression 
of divine mercy, of which his personality ig an 
embodiment. “Those who serve the cause of the 
Incarnation and commune with him in sincere 
devotion and Self’ surrender can contact his per- 
sonality and receive his protection and guidance 
in the greatest ideal of ‘life. The whole life of 
Sri Sarada Devi is a revelation of this cosmic 
principle wherein, humanity and divinity meet. 
Man’s highest conception of God can only be in 
terms of the noblest side’ of his nature. * Hence 
motherhood, which marks ‘the excellence of human 
character in the achievement ‘of love, forgiveness, 
Selflessness and service—has rightly been held as 
the.perfect symbol’ of Divinity. “To those of the 
present generation the Holy Mother is the ‘most 
illustrious example of the expression of this prin- 
ciple in human terms, and as such they may 
see ‘in her an embodiment of Divinity. In‘ the 
light ‘of ‘this explanation one can understand the 
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import of her words, “Sri Ramakrishna left me 
behind to manifest the motherhood of God to the 
world’... Truly the spirit of motherhood shone 
through the various phases of her life and cha: 
racter. She was born to give practical shape ‘to 
the highest. ideal of woman’ Her: whole life was 
a’ revelation of the great principle of motherhood, 
Even’ in her domestic life the itmpelling force 
behind her worldly attachment was her sense of 
motherhood—a form of love that only gives but 
never thinks of return, nay, givés’ even when 
return’ may take the shape of ‘ingratitude and 
persecution.. In her role as ¿a spiritual 
teacher: it is the very same principle of 
motherhood that is illustrated, perhaps, through the 
medium that reveals its true quality with 
greater directness. Her motherly love was ex- 
pressed through the extreme tenderness, sweetness, 
and forbearance that characterised her dealings with 
the devotees in her every day life. The con- 
sciousness of universal motherhood was so power- 
fully operative in her that many found the very 
physical likeness of their mothers in her. This 
combination of gentleness, dignity and grace gave 
her that maternal pose which no one who went 
to her failed to notice. One felt the utmost 
freedom in her company and also full elevated 
as if he was in the ` presence `of something 
more: than: merely human. A unique feature’ ‘of 
her maternal love was its constitutional disinclin- 
ation to find fault with -others. ‘In this respect 
she combined in her. the nature of a loving 
mother and that of an innocent child. Her heart 
was very: sensitive to: the woes and sufferings. of 
those round about her and she often lost herself 
in compassion. No one in distress went to her 
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without being helped with . food and clothés 
according to her Capacity. Her own life was meant 
tobe -an. example of the pure feminine: type: 
no one has yet come across the pages of world 
history of another instance like the Holy Mother 
embodying - the eternal-feminine.- in its: purity. 
The way: in which she remained aloof from the 
society of men is Suggestive of the purely 
feminine culture—the true expression of a'woman’s 
soul. In other- words, the eternal feminine can 
be equated with motherhood, is the special privilege 
of a woman. Her life was also an embodiment 
of an ideal wife and an ideal girl, The conjugal “life 
of this Holy Couple is an object ‘ lesson’ -to 
humanity. Many who hold the cultivation “of 
holiness as the hi ghest ideal . of. life 
might have . agreed with this view of : trans- 
cending the instinctive. side of sex in perfect 
union ‘of souls. In the Holy Mother one may find 
a combination of an ideal wife and disciple. Her 
highest desire consisted in serving her husband 
heart and soul’ and‘ with greatest self- 
abnegation. She grasped: the central principle -of 
His life and made it a part and parcel of her 
ownself— thus she ever was a help and «never 
a hinderence in the realisation of His- life’s 


“mission, It'is'a wonderful thing that this Holy 


couple could set so perfect an example of married 
love and yet be free from the. least taint of 
Corporeal passion. If one enquires as to what 
constituted the cementing principle of this perfect 
union, one arrives at the Self, of which every- 
thing else is but a reflection. Her Spiritual life 
was a natural growth without the least influence 
of any kind of institutionalism, - There, was: in 
her case. no break between domestic life and 
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-spiritual life, and’ she felt;.no conflict between 
the ethics of house and that of spiritual life. 
Like other women she.grew up in her parental 
home amidst: many relatives, came later to 
associate with her husband’s family, discharged 
her duties to all without any consideration of 
Self and, by virtue of. her own ‘endowments and 
contact with her. divine husband advanced 
spiritually .in the midst of her, domestic | en- 
vironments, But even in the discharge of’: her 
domestic duties, her conduct had’. a remarkable 
feature that elevated: even her wordly activity to 
the borderland of the highest-ideal -of spiritual 
ethics. For’a new quality utterly: absent in 
wordly love has emerged from it. and by virtue of 
that quality it brings out all that is greatest 
and noblest in. human nature. Truly her ‘life 
was like’a lotus leaf in water.\ In fact the world 
at large has not-yet realised ‘the important 
part played by the Holy Mother in, fulfilling the 
greatest mission of Master’s life. Only a woman 
of great purity -of mind could: do it. There 
was no artifice in her, it was a spontaneous 


expression of her nature of the lofty ideal of. | 


life. that had unconsciously become hers as: much 
‘as her husband’s, Sri Ramakrishna himself. was 
the first to recognise the immense value -of her 
contribution to his-religious life: He- said ‘to His 
disciples in -later times, “Had she not been. so 


pure who: knows whether, I .might not have. «lost +} 


self-control from her inducements.” . Het.: mild 
-and motherly personality had unsuspected poten- 
tialities within it which gifted her with diverse 
qualities of head and heart—-truly she was -born 
for the solace of wounded ‘hearts and to. 


the motherhood of God. be 


pase 


She was the ideal of our great women like 
Sita, Savitri and, Kausalya—here we find in 
perfection, an ideal: girl, an ideal wife and an 
ideal mother. Her noble institution was her home 
as a girl with her parents, which formed only 
the primal part of her life and which helped. to 
develop her nature and character in her youth; 
and later on with her husband with her ideal 
of satihood— that noble ideal which is the acme 
of purity and can be attained only through cons- 
tant striving and constant immolation of physi- 
cality. The ideal that marriage aims at is that 
of spiritual union through the physical, The 
human ‘love that it incarnates is indeed to serve 
as a stepping stone to the divine universal love. 
The ideal of her satihood was characterised by 
renunciation, asceticism, sacrifice, self-abnegation 
and dedication to her husband. The relation 
of husband and wife is something 
supreme and can stand independently of all other 
relations, for its basis is pure love, the merging 
of one-in another, heart and soul. This was 
the reason why a woman of those ,vedic ages 
treated her husband as a living God, for she 
found the satisfaction of both material and spiritual 
life in him. Once accepted she surrendered to 
him for her life whether he was living or dead. 
She was a chaste wife and an affectionate mother—to 
all a source of harmony all round. Perhaps, this is the, 
reason why the word divorce didnot at all exist 
in those times’ which is the cry of. present . day 
world. It is not .inherited from. Indian - culture 
but acquired from.other nations and other cultures. 
The position of woman as.a.wife depends on home 
and home life and. whenever these. disappear 
wifehoood is bound to disappear. A home isi an 
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institution in which a man, his wife, his children 
and other dependents share a common. life, , held 
by a cementing force—that force being the in- 
fluence of the wife over all the. other members, 
If the wife is able to exercise this influence only 
to the extent that she embodies in herself the 
principle of motherhood—the quality by which a 
woman is able to love disinterestedly, have patience 
with the feelings of others and serve them without 
any thought of return, unless she expresses this 
unique side of her nature in her dealings with her 
husband or other members of the family— of course 
with modifications suited to the needs of different 
forms of relationship—she will not be playing her 
part as a true wife or as the mistress,of the family. 
In any society if women lack this quality the 
art of wifehood is forgotten and asa consequence 
home breaks up and family life becomes impossible; 


it may continue owing to the conservatism of law, . 


but it loses all its sanctity and fails to breed 
those great racial -virtues of which it is the 
custodian and such a state of affairs is: responsi- 
ble for the decline of culture. An ancient Indian 
home which was an embodiment of peace, where due 


place was given to all the members to live har- -` 


moniously ineach unit and ultimately with the 
nation at “large—today we see’ it in utter 
peacelessness and disharmony. When the unit 
breaks the- whole social structure of which it 
is the cornerstone is bound to crash Who is responsi- 
ble for that ? I shudder to speak oùt — our kind is 
at fault. As soon as woman. left her home 
and hearth and started to fight. the .battle of 


rights against man, the fabric of national strength- 


began to disintegrate ; for it was the quality ‘of 
motherhood which held it together. She forgot her 
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diviné qualities of love and sacrifice: which made 
her a chaste wife and an ideal mother—and like 
a slave. began to demand her rights—where 
she was the queen she became an object of the 
satisfaction of man’s desires. Where pure love. 
. was her shield, today she is helpless, an object 

of pity and woe; fallen from the highest peak 

of morality to the deepest. ditch of ignorance. 

Today we talk of the degeneration, of woman not 

in the sense thet she has fallen from ‘her proud | 

position—only, because she does not stand on equal 

footing with . man` in all his external relations, 

But I should say the greatest degeneration of a. 
woman is hecause of her lost ideal, which formed the 
_ core of her ‘being and the backbone of a nation. This 
instinct of ‘motherhood is the highest stage of a 
woman. and greatest privilege given to her where, 
even »gods bow. But: alas! today it is observed. 
that it is hidden under:the dirt of Indifference 
and physicality ‘which has accumulated through the 
ages, This is the reason why. she hides herself 
in shame; she has lost her ideal and weakness _ 
has -covered all her being; where she stood as | 
. the incarnation of infinite love, today she has, 
' “become a playing object for the satisfaction of © 
man’s carnal desires. It is only the downfall of 
women which brought the’ system of divorce. and, 
widow marriage ‘in its train.” They have forgotten 
w thë respect and reverence which our ancient order 
had for these’ widows. Their ideal was their 
life, which ultimately made them one ‘with it; 

‘and today if’ they talk of widow marriage it is 
basically immoral; it is devoid of divine sanction 
and truth. Is it not a pity to sell them -in the: . 
Open market, when they hold such a ‘noble ideal 
dear to them? They are the embodiment of purity 
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and belong to the category of inner sannyasa, 
Today if different organisations talk and plan 
for ‘the welfare of widows by such schemes, it is 
not for good their but to bury them in the depths 
of ignorance and degeneration, This is the real 
degeneration of a woman, and to’ save her 
from it——ye women are the remedy for it; 
realise your worth and ideal; your jewel 
is your modesty, your honour is your reserve, 
None can rule you for you are yourself the ruler 
of the universe and this world is your playground, 
You are the embodiment of infinite love and have: 
the capacity for suffering which has made you 
so great and noble. Let you transfer that love 
to the whole humanity and let you forget you 
ever were or can be the object of man’s lust, 
and you will occupy your proud position by the 
side of man as his mother, maker, and silent 
leader. It is given to you to teach the art of 
peace to the warring world, which does not require 
the learning which books give, but does require 
the stout heart that comes from suffering and 
faith. Let us be happy in the state in which we 
are born and do the duty for which nature 
has destined us. $ 


Let me, in the end pray to our great mother 
in whose name we have all assembled here, that she 
may give. unto us the requisite strength and 
courage and be with us for ever to guide us 
through all our struggles and activities of life ; 
may she bless us all with fortitude and character 
to face equally the successes and failures, fhe joys 
and miseries of life. It is a great day for us, an 
auspicious day for India, What has drawn us 
together is her life episode, the magnetic spell of 
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her hallowed name and her incomparable renun- 
ciation, her unfathomed love, sympathy and to- 
lerance. What better homage can we pay to the 
great mother than taking a vow that once again 
we shall join our hands to strengthen our great 
cause and enlighten our lives with the immortal 
light she has left behind for us. 


Ideal Motherhood 
(Delivered a July 1952 ) 
Sisters and Mothers, 
If only we could realise that we are the 


descendants of that chaste and elevated race which 
produced “women like Sita and Savitri— the pro- 


blem of our women would be solved. But alas,. 


for the past so many ages the rights, duties, and 
privileges of women have been subjected to much 
controversy and man has been the cause of it. 
Is she unsconcious of her worth and place, that 


the battle of rights is fought in the open field, 
or has’ the curtain of ages concealed from her 


that inherent virtue. of motherhood which made 
her ` the °queen of  universe——the giver 


of all rights and privileges, of peace and` 


prosperity and the builder of nations? In that fine 


spark of motherhood lay the splendid fibre and glory | 


of a nation?. Then why this choas in the pheno- 
menal world? Perhaps, she has forgotten that 
motherhood. is the core of femininity whose 
integrity has to be preserved in the midst of all 


her changing modes of life if she is not to lose ' 


her soul in the pursuit: of aggressive masculine 


standards. All the varying moods and vocations — 
of life are but the cultural garb of womanhood;. ` 


but the eternal feminine principle of motherhood 
tries to- express love, forgiveness and thè 
spirit of service and- selflessness in all the spheres 


of activity whatever they be. The principle of 


motherhood brings into existence a true feminine 
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culture which is not a mere copy of purely 
masculine creation. The ideal of every woman 
is’ to bean ideal mother which brings forth 
in her consciousness of purity and self-sacrifice 
and that flow of divine bliss which lulls the 
whole creation in her lap. The holy scriptures 
call her * Raj Rajeshwari”, the power which 
Creates, preserves and even destroys the whole 
universe. What power can stand against her 
when she is the giver of all power, ,bestower 
of all rights and it is she who intermingles all 
departments of life as social, political, economic, 
and religious into a peaceful whole? Man is her 
piece—work, it is she who makes him and, builds 
him into a higher or lower level human., He. is 
tightly spoken of as force. and she as energy ; 
she is the real store of energy in him and he 


is as his mother makes him. It is obvious that. 


the backbone of a nation is the woman. If she 
ig true to, her ideal she can turn the world into a 
paradise or make jit a place of disease, war, 


death, and immorality. What power can. stand 
before the effulgent force of motherhood——even. 
the ego of Devraj Indra fell. flat before her for he - 


in his ignorance forgot that he was; only her 


production. Let not men think that they are. 


the masters of this world and can. trample her 
under their feet; let them know. that they have 
been. made moral human beings by. her eternal 
feminine principle of motherhood. :As soon- as 
we think of a -woman as mother the whole idea 
of physicality falls off and what holds, son , and 
mother together is the tie of. purity and sacrifice 
id: her; _To be a mother creates moral conscious- 
ness in man—that noble virtue, the cause of. great 
reverence to our womanhood. But whois responsible 
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for it? Perhaps the mother first for she 
brings up the child unto a man and whatever 
she is he becomes her -picture and the’'social 
order follows accordingly. 


If we picture those Vedic ages before our 
eyes we shall easily see what actually a woman was 
from her birth as a girl, as a wife, and as a 
mother and the respect with which she was treated 
in the society, not as an object of lust and enjoy- 
ment but as mother, and the question of enjoy- 
ment did not arise at all. Both the sexes fulfilled 
their parts respectively; perhaps this is the reason 
why she was free in all walks of life and there was 
no purdah on her face. She never demanded 
rights, for she knew she was the giver of rights 
as a mother to all. Her noble institution was 
her home, as a girl with her parents, later on 
as a wife with her husband where she lay every- 
thing at his feet with the idea of Satihood, that 
noble ideal in a woman which is the acme 
of purity and which was ‘attained only through 
constant striving and constant immolation of the 
non—motherly spirit from day to day. Such was 
the ideal of our great women like, Sita, Savitri 
and Damyanti. The truth of it has been attested 
by the experience of countless sages and seers 
and can be realised even’ to-day. She was his 
partner in evety sphere of life as Sahadarmini. and 
Sahyogni. Here it might be questioned why the 
eternal feminine should be identified with mother- 
hood, why should it not be equated with wifehood 
which after all precedes motherhood and also con- 
stitutes a special function of woman? The answer 
is that a woman is a wife or rather a successful 
wife to the extent that she is a successful mother, The 
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function of sex is not the essence of wifehood. 
In the life of an average individual sex may be an 
indispensible part of one’s role as wife, but the 
great examples have shown us thata great woman 
can ‘be a successful wife even if the whole value 
of sex is eliminated from her life. Thus the 
essence of wifehood liesina more than mere sex 
life, and if we investigate what that more is we 
shall find that it lies in motherhood. 


This was our past, a glorious past, when the 
woman was respected as a mother of all not in the 
limited sense but. in unlimited one; her affection 
was not for her child only but for all; and this 
is the truth behind the ideal motherhood, Let us 
not forget that education was not denied to her 
she was free in every respect, for she did no 
violence to her nature by acquiring learning and 
knowledge . provided she remained true to her ideal of 
motherhood. From those great heights we. have 
fallen. But who is responsible for it? Is it 
our social order, is it the system of educa- 
tion or -something else? Why has the curtain 
‘fallen on woman? Why does she hold man as 
her enemy? The curse ‘is on both. She has lost 
her true ideal and wants to fight the battle cf 
rights against man; wants to move in society, with- 
out restraint, wants to fill the offices and call her- 
self great under the garb of false system of present 
day education. The «youthful face of a modern 
girl feels it an insult to be called a mother—the 
greatest privilege of a woman. With this ideology 
and temperament we can easily imagine the- fate 
of the‘new—born child, for he shall grow up of 
the same order as his mother makes him. What 
is the result? Chaos all over, as we already face 
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today.. Here it may rightly be asked: is it she 
who wants’to devour her child or the. reverse? 
From that freedom of Vedic times as soon as Woman 
fell and lost her true ideal and, Man started devour- 
ing her, she had. to conceal herself everywhere be- 
cause of her weakness and that weakness was the 
loss of her ideal; and where she was the queen 
she has become a slave to man—an object of 
lust and enjoyment and in that fallen state she 
has again started to fight the battle of rights. 
This is our present war and present topic and 
the remedy of it is in the hands of our women, 
As soon aS they realise their inherent quality 
of motherhood, all the storm will subside and 
the stagnant waters of Indian womanhood will 
flow once again with a rippling cadence to the 
sea of humanity. 


Sri Ramakrishna’ whose’ life was unique and 
whose message universal, who with infinite love 
in one hand and infinite knowledge in: the other 
came to deliver his message of hope to the*sufferiig 
humanity—his ideal was ‘thé Divine Mother, and 
he so. completely lost himself in Her that except 
for the outward manifestation he became: the 
Mother Himself, full of divine existence, effulgence 
and bliss, and whosoever approached him“ in a 
spirit. of surrender, the Master made him take a 
draught of the same Mother’s love. By making 
woman his Guru and sitting at her feet for in- 
structions he further demonstrated that there is 
nothing in a woman that obstructs man’s spiritual 
progress, rather itvis the attitude of man towards 
her ‘that helps or hinders him. Ifioné looks at the 
divinity of her nature and sees the Mother of the 
Universe manifesting: through her, she: will cut’ 
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him the bonds of matter, and show the way. to 
bliss. Can it not be true for us if we have the 
‘slightest’ tinge of sincerity and faith? In _this 
peaceless world of to-day woman alone can be 
the torch-bearer of peace, for there lies hidden 
within her that spark of selflessness ‘which has 
the power of giving- without the thought of taking 
in return, Mother represents the taintless love that 
knows no barter—love that never dies. `: Mother is 
the highest of all the feminine types. If man 
starts worshiping Mother to-day, all those motherly 
qualities shall be transferred unto him and he 
shall rule the world with. mother’s force, for the 
real ruler of the universe is the Mother Herself, 
Dictatorship has passed away and we live in an 
age of democracy where masses are the rulers, 
but unless they rule with those motherly 
virtues. of love, sacrifice; and selflessness the 
corrtiption in all departments of life is bound to 
continue: and it is not the force of weapons 
that shall rebuild our internal structure but only the 
force of motherhood. Ours is the first problem 
and let us not leave it for man to solve. Swami, 
Vivekananda was once asked as to. how the 
problem of woman should bè solved. He replied, 
“Js am not a woman or a widow that I shall 
solve: their problem; they shall do it themselves.” 
Let: us- take for gospel truth the words of that 
holy saint and once again: erect the edifice of 
our noble ideal on a-much stronger foundation; and 
to achieve compiete success live exactly upto 
that ideal. The seed of motherhood is not lost 
in you, it is there, only the rolling wave of 
passing: years has concealed it in the haze of indiffe- 
rence. Why should you fall a’ prey to man’s seductions 


for the fulfilment of his carnal desires? You haye to 
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shun it all and be good wives and mothers like 
Koshalya, Devki and Maddalasa, and within you 
shall germinate the seed of higher life. You need 
no present day education which - only pushes 
you away from your goal. Your education shall 
be your instinct of motherhood and that selfless- 
ness will unfold to you all the store of real know- 
ledge. You shall become the reservoir and rivulets 
shall flow in every direction carrying your message 
and’ those shall be your offshoots. You shall 
change the world into a Utopia and no more fight 
for your so-called rights, for the universe is at your 
feet. If this be your ideal, each home, each country, 
each nation and ultimately the whole universe 
- shall become the real play ground for Mother’s 
Sport. ; 


This ideal motherhood forms the basis of 
the life of Sri Sarada Devi known as Holy 
Mother to her ‘devotees. The dust of this land 
of saints and: seers has been blessed because . it 
bears the imprint of her holy feet. A devoted wife 
and a mother whose all embracing love knew no 
aliens, no outcasts;a religious guide and a teacher; 
yet she discharged the responsibilites of householder’s 
life; she was like a lotus leaf in water but’ 
untouched by it. The way she lived in most 
sordid and uncongenial circumstances shows her at 
the height of forbearance and the way she. lived 
aloof ‘from the society of men'is suggestive of 
that purely feminine culture—the true expression 

. of a woman’s soul. Her life was meant to be an 
example of the purest feminine type. There are 
many women from whom one may seek guidance: 
in the lesser accomplishments of : womanhood 
that change with time and country. But one may 
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turn the Pages of world history and yet not 
come across another instance like that of 
the holy mother embodying the ideal mother- 
hood in all its purity. She has Sometimes been 
spoken of as Sri Ramakrishna’s last word on 
Indian womanhood: She had exceptional charm 
of personality which’ made everyone seek her 
Company. She was the very antithesis of modern 
life which so greatly lacks the inner calm, and 
her life is like the Silence of prayer which brings 
unto us the message of higher life. She was a 
great spiritual guru and those who visited her 
for the solace of wounded hearts, one word from 
her: turned difficulties into Opportunities, faliure 


Her self-control was so perfect that she seldom 
exhibited her spiritual power and it is only through 
her contemporaries that some light is thrown on 
it. She was a perfect s°ul—wife, nun, and mother 
in one. She stands as the embodiment of ideal 
Madonna—not the hazy picture of distant past 
but a personality of flesh and blood boldly im- 
printed on the canvas of recent history and having 
a spiritual content that is not dependent on the 
pious imagination of the faithful. So one can 
understand the meaning of Holy Mother's signifi- 
cant words that the Master left her on this earth 
to reveal the motherhood of God. 


Today when we have attended this pious 
Congregation in the memory of our Holy Mother; 
and having been enlighten by the Light of her 
life, what better homage can we pay to the 
Ideal Mother than Promise that from this fairy 
land and from the heights of the Himalayas shall 
again flow that rippling stream of motherhood 
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which sha!l carry the message of peace and love 
to the whole world; and as a lamp in a windless 
place we shal! remain unshaken in our conviction 
and be guided’ by the divine light which our 
mother has left on earth. The spent up. force 
never comes back again, the worn. out night is 
gone for ever. Let the past be buried in the 
dead past; but from the worship, of the past let us 
tarn our mind to the worship of the present—the 
living and real present. With the name of .the 
Great Mother on our lips and undying faith within, 
let us jump into the arena of activity as Her 
instruments, and realise by. fulfilling our duties 
that ideal motherhood— which is ours and ours by 
birth right. 


P 


